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PAVE-MN STRONGLY OPPOSES THE MINNESOTA  

MARRIAGE AND VOTER ID AMENDMENTS 

 

This election season, Pan Asian Voices for Equity-Minnesota (PAVE-MN) is taking a 

stand against the (anti-)marriage and voter ID amendments to the Constitution of the State of 

Minnesota that will appear on the Minnesota ballot this November. PAVE-MN believes both 

amendments to be discriminatory, divisive, and contrary to our community’s fight for equality.  

 

MARRIAGE AMENDMENT 

 

The marriage amendment, which will ask voters to amend the state constitution to limit 

marriage to a union between one man and one woman, would further legalize discrimination 

against Minnesotan LGBT couples that wish to marry. PAVE-MN recognizes marriage as a 

special institution and supports all members of the Minnesotan community who would 

participate in such a commitment. If passed, this proposed amendment would inscribe hate into 

our state’s constitution. PAVE-MN believes that all members of our society should be free to 

love whom they choose, and furthermore that their commitments should be institutionally 

recognized and respected by the state.   

 

By making a commitment to marriage equality, PAVE-MN stands to support the rights of 

those LGBT-identified Asian/Pacific Islanders who constitute an integral part of our community.  

Furthermore, PAVE-MN views struggles for equality along lines of gender and sexual 

orientation as necessarily intertwined with struggles for racial equality. Insofar as racism, 

sexism, and homophobia are systems of oppression that work, oftentimes together, to 

subordinate all minorities and reproduce systemic inequality, PAVE-MN recognizes that many 

of the discriminatory forces operating behind the marriage amendment also disadvantage all 

Asian/Pacific Islanders.  

 

VOTER ID AMENDMENT 

 

The voter ID amendment, which will ask voters to amend the state constitution to require 

all voters to present state-issued identification before casting a ballot, is an unnecessary, 

restrictive, and expensive implementation. If passed, the amendment will discourage citizens 

from exercising their right to civic participation. By raising uninformed concerns about the myth 

of voter fraud (debunked by numerous studies), proponents of the voter ID amendment seek to 

increase barriers to the polls for disadvantaged populations.   

 



If passed, the voter ID amendment will have a disproportionately negative impact on low 

income people, on people of color, on the elderly, and on individuals with limited English 

proficiency. Because many of these individuals may not have access to resources enabling them 

to obtain multiple forms of identification, may be confused or intimidated by the process for 

obtaining identification, and may face myriad other barriers to fulfilling the requirements of this 

unnecessary amendment, their voices may be swept away and ignored forever. These American 

citizens have both the right and the responsibility to participate in civic life - to actively engage 

in public processes toward improving the lives of Minnesotans. The voter ID amendment works 

to disenfranchise our community’s most vulnerable individuals by hindering their right to vote.   

 

For the above stated reasons, PAVE-MN urges you to VOTE NO on the marriage and 

voter ID constitutional amendments this fall. These amendments are detrimental to the 

Minnesotan Asian/Pacific Islander community and our allies. With your vote, you can help 

Minnesota become the first state in the U.S. to strike down a constitutional marriage amendment.  

With your vote, you can also help protect our community’s pathway to the political process by 

ensuring that restrictive identification laws do not impede access to the polls.  

 

Regardless of the content of your political beliefs, PAVE-MN encourages all eligible 

citizens who are not registered to vote to register. Civic participation is essential to our 

community’s empowerment, visibility, and progress.  
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Pan-Asian Voices for Equity – Minnesota (PAVE-MN) is a network coalition of Asian/Pacific 

Islander individuals, leaders, and organizations that aims to mobilize for community-based 

actions to address issues and concerns facing the Minnesota Asian Pacific American 

community. This group was formed in 2009 and aims to serve as an avenue for the APIA 

community and supporters to provide feedback, support one another, and foster ideas. 
Website: pavemn.wordpress.com 

Contact: pavemn@gmail.com  


