
People’s Movement Assembly: Asian Pacific Islander American Communities Organizing for

Social Justice 6/25/2010

6:00 – 6:05pm > Welcome & Housekeeping

6:05 – 6:20pm > Ice Breakers

6:20 – 6:30pm > Recap last meeting

6:30 – 7:10pm > Mission Statement Activity: “Our Mission is to…”

7:10 – 7:50pm > Priorities Activity

7:50 – 8:00pm > Wrap-up

We framed APIA to include East, West, South, Pacific Islanders, and Southeast Asians.

We acknowledge that as we began this process of planning for the PMA, we didn’t have a large

number of folks from every community represented – particularly from the mixed race, adoptee,

Pacific Islander, West, and South Asian communities. The conversations at the USSF were just

a starting point for our possible work together and we will continue to intentionally engage and

make connections in order to strengthen our work moving forward.

Summary:

We are diverse in so many different ways – ethnically, class-wise, by generation, by language,

by gender identity and sexuality. We don’t want to lose sight of the relevance and power of our

different cultures and unique experiences (especially in the context of forced

assimilation/cultural imperialism in the United States.) Sharing our stories is important so we

can better understand our histories, diversity and build relationships and trust.

We share the commonality that we are facing the same system of racism, capitalism,

xenophobia, homophobia, and all the issues that stem from these systems – which we see in

the current policies, stereotypes, and histories. Specifically, immigration policies came up as a

common issue as an area that affects all of our communities – but also education, jobs,

housing, environment, trade, and media are relevant to APIA’s lives in the US and beyond. We

want to build around issues that are both common and linked to each other as APIA’s, to people

of color, and all people!

We talked about being conscious of our privileges (not so we feel guilty or bad) so we can be an

ally to those facing oppression in solidarity. In addition, we talked about how important it is for

us to see our power – as a majority force in the US/world– and not let oppression hold us back

from pushing forward the big vision we see for the world – especially in this current political

moment (filled with multiple crises from climate change, to the economy, to immigration, to

health care). We need to be responsible, creative, ethical leaders.

We are building towards strong, healthy, multigenerational communities that engage with local

issues, with a global and broader analysis.



Possible next steps based on our conversations to stay connected:

 Use the blog that Vivian’s set up

 Create message board

 Add everyone to listserv

 Create a youth listserv

 Meet up in a year as a whole

 pairs of groups to skype/meet-up together if they want (eg VAYLA/DAY in 08)

 To create a space for work together

 short term: build infrastructure... need core group of people to keep this going beyond

 USSF2010. shared to do list?

 go back to our communities with the summary/resolution, add to it w/ more community

 input,... then get together and discuss on a national conference call

 regional/identity caucuses

 V.Chin 30th anniversary of his death in 2 years, everyone come back to Detroit

 Use things like Crabgrass or Google Wave

 need for Detroit local follow-up meeting


